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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. House of Representatives moved closer on Thursday to approving a $7.3 billion water bill for the Central
Valley of California, where farmers say they face the threat of an “irreparable” drought. The measure, introduced by Republican Representative Jeff

Denham, would allow the state to seek federal assistance to buy water from Mexico and the Colorado River. Congress, which has been unable to
approve the measure for more than three years, is still considering legislation from another Republican lawmaker that could keep a House vote on the

water measure to the end of the month. Under the bill, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers would pay the state $487 million and the federal
government another $500 million to develop a system to store water in reservoirs and provide it to residents in Southern California. The plan, drawn
up by Denham and other lawmakers as a response to a state-backed plan that has failed to move since 2013, would shift about 2 million acre-feet of

water from federal to state control. It would come from the same federal storage program that has provided water to the state in years of dry weather,
including one in 2012 that left reservoirs critically low and triggered a state-wide drought that was one of the worst in a century. But the legislation

would allow the state to tap the “surplus” water in the reservoir during wet years to back up the Central Valley, rather than the state paying for water
that would come from scarce reservoirs and riverbeds in Colorado, Arizona and New Mexico. “Every year for the last four years California has used

up more than 2 million acre-feet of water out of the Colorado
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